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High School Instructional Content Overview 

High School Mathematics

High quality mathematics curriculum and instruction engages hands, minds and 
intellect through authentic, active learning that supports each learner to achieve 
personal success. These learning experiences, assessed through a variety of 
methods, bridge the concrete and abstract by applying critical thinking skills and 
problem solving strategies in meaningful and relevant situations. Through the 
understanding of mathematical concepts and reasoning, every learner will be 
prepared to communicate effectively using the language of mathematics as a tool 
to meet future challenges.

Classroom structures/routines:
❏ Retrieval Practice (Educators intentionally design opportunities for 

learners to recall and bring information to mind from past mathematical 
learning in order to strengthen understanding. This study technique 
supports learners to become aware of what they understand and are 
able to do in mathematics in order to guide needed review.)

❏ Inquiry-Based Learning Experiences (Designed to promote learner 
inquiry, learners are given the opportunity to question, estimate, consider, 
solve, and reflect on mathematical tasks in pursuit of understanding the 
concept within the learning goal.)

❏ Mini-Lessons (Educator-designed opportunities are provided for 
learners to gain new knowledge, connect to prior understanding, and 
make sense of the mathematics.)

❏ Collaboration and Practice (Learners navigate mathematical tasks and 
solve problems alone and through the contributions of a team.)

❏ Assessment (Throughout learning experiences, educators assess the 
understanding of the learners and learners assess their own learning in a 
variety of ways. As part of a system of anticipating, monitoring, selecting, 
sequencing, and connection, educators guide learners to move forward 
along the developmental progression of learning mathematics.)

❏ Reflection (In response to intentionally-designed thinking 
prompts/questions, learners use metacognition to consider what they 
know, understand, and are able to do and how these compare to the 
learning outcomes of the lesson or unit of study.)

❏ Intervention and Enrichment (In response to ongoing quantitative and 
qualitative data, educators design learning opportunities for learners to 
progress through learning mathematics based on specific, measurable 
goals.)



High School Instructional Content Overview 

High School Career and Technical Education 
Coppell Independent School District (CISD) Career and Technical Education (CTE) program  
is committed to helping all learners prepare for bright futures after high school. The courses 
available within the CTE program allow learners to develop both college preparation and 
real-world workforce skills development through this customized education program.  CTE 
content is aligned with challenging academic standards and relevant technical knowledge 
and skills needed to prepare for further education and careers in current or emerging 
professions.

The following are the guiding principles for the CTE program: applies academic theory with 
high expectations; utilizes business and industry specific technologies; fosters meaningful 
relationships between learners, educators, and the community; prepares learners for college 
and careers; promotes self-advocacy and ownership of learning; and provides authentic 
and relevant learning experiences.

Classroom structures/routines:
● Mini-Lessons (Educator-designed opportunities are provided for learners to gain new 

knowledge, connect to prior understanding, and launch them into independence)
● Independent Reading/Writing (Authentic reading and writing with purpose which 

includes learner choice and educator guidance.)
● Project Based Learning/Problem Based Learning (Designed to promote learner 

inquiry, learners tackle a real-world challenge and evaluates the effectiveness and 
creativity of their solutions.) 

● Simulation Experiences (Educators direct learners to online resources that simulate 
real-world learning experiences for learners.)

● Assessment (Throughout the learning experiences, educators assess the 
understanding of the learners and learners assess their own understanding in a 
variety of ways.)

● Hands On Experiences (Learners are engaged with the content through the use of 
primary sources, manipulatives, simulations, and research.)

● Reflection (In response to intentionally-designed thinking prompts/questions, learners 
use metacognition to consider what they know, understand, and are able to do and 
how these compare to the learning outcomes of the lesson or unit of study.)



High School Instructional Content Overview 
High School School Science
The High School Science curriculum and instructional strategies are anchored in high 
levels of inquiry, experimental design, the scientific investigation process, and hands-on 
learning experiences. Learners will be exposed to natural phenomena in throughout their 
time in the specific courses of Biology, Chemistry, and Physics. Learners will engage in 
scientific questioning about these phenomena, conducting focused explorations in an 
attempt to solve problems or construct explanations. Investigations will give learners 
practice using fundamental scientific tools and technology.  Learners learning will take 
place collaboratively and individually using feedback and evidence as a basis for 
conclusions. Learners are offered choice in pursuing AP or IB courses as well as elective 
options. High School Science particularly integrates new mathematical and technological 
skills to allow for a deeper level of complexity and understanding of content, ultimately 
preparing learners for college level coursework.

Classroom structures/routines:
❏ Inquiry (Educators inspire curiosity in learners, coaching them to be curious, ask questions, 

and find solutions - can be guided by educators or and open-ended exploration)
❏ Hands-On Investigations (Learners work to solve a problem or derive an explanation using 

science tools and materials in a laboratory)
❏ Technology (Learners and educators use devices, apps, and digital tools to assist during 

investigations or lessons)
❏ Collaboration (Learners work together during laboratory investigations, projects, or practice 

using feedback from each other to improve results)
❏ Assessment (Educators regularly monitor student progress informally and formally while 

learners also assess each other)
❏ Mini-Lessons (Educators provide rich discussion opportunities, ask and answer student 

questions, provide live demonstrations, and use multimedia to engage learners in content)

High School Social Studies

Secondary Social Studies is an integrated curriculum which increases learners’' 
understanding of their role as a citizen in the community, state, nation, and world. Learners 
acquire and use critical thinking skills to understand the diversity necessary to thrive in an 
interdependent world. Learners will think creatively and reflect about the past to connect to 
the present in order to solve recurring and future problems. As a result of their social studies 
education, they are prepared to be active citizens in a democratic society.

Classroom structures/routines:
● Mini-Lessons (Educator-designed opportunities are provided for learners to gain new 

knowledge, connect to prior understanding, and make sense of the content.)
● Problem Based Learning Experiences (Designed to promote student inquiry, learners tackle a 

real-world Social Studies challenge and evaluate the effectiveness and creativity of their 
solutions) 

● Hands On Experiences (Learners are engaged with the content through the use of primary 
sources, manipulatives, simulations, and research.)

● Collaboration and Practice (Learners are provided opportunities for civic dialogue: the ability 
to discuss topics, listen to different opinions, and engage in constructive and collaborative 
conversations. In addition, learners read with a purpose and write frequently to both process 
and present learning.)

● Assessment (Throughout the learning experiences, educators assess the understanding of 
the learners and learners assess their own learning in a variety of ways.)
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High School Literacy
The HIgh School Literacy program is designed to ensure that all learners develop and desire a 
literate life through the purposeful and intentional instruction and practice of reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, and thinking.  Instruction is designed and delivered with a workshop 
approach, aiming to foster a love for literacy that reaches across content areas and becomes 
deeply ingrained in the learner’s life.  

Our commitments in a literacy workshop model include opportunities for learners to have 
explicit instruction in the process and skills of proficient reading and writing, to have long 
stretches of time to independently read and write, to read high-interest books on their levels, 
to have authentic writing opportunities, to talk and write about the texts they are reading and 
to share their writing with a community of writers, and to receive clear goals and frequent 
feedback so that they continue to grow as readers and writers.

Classroom structures/routines:
● Mini-Lessons (Educator-designed opportunities are provided for learners to gain new 

knowledge, connect to prior understanding, and launch them into independence)
● Independent Reading/Writing (Authentic reading and writing with purpose which 

includes learner choice and educator guidance)
● Literature Circles (Educator uses a mentor text to model and discuss prior to launching 

learners into groups for discussion and practice using books of choice intentionally 
selected to align with the themes in the mentor text)

● Strategy Groups (Small group instruction intended to focus on a specific strategy and 
goal-directed instruction in reading and writing)

● Assessment (Throughout the learning experiences, educators assess the 
understanding of the learners and learners assess their own understanding in a variety 
of ways)

● Conferring (Educator meets briefly with individual learners to discuss strengths, areas 
of growth, and goals)

● Share (Learners share their thinking about their reading and writing)
● Grammar and Vocabulary (Learners engage in grammar and vocabulary activities 

that can be applied in their independent reading and writing)

High School Electives:  Band, Choir, Theatre, PE, Athletics, CTE, etc.
Both face to face and remote instruction requires learners to participate in all of their 
elective courses as well as academic content areas.  Specific updates for electives will be 
provided by the classroom educators and campuses.     



Instructional Example High School:
High School Day of Remote Learning Activities Might Include

Your child can still complete learning outside of the designated times set for the school day.  However, they 
will still have to complete the learning during the same day to be counted present for their engagement. 

Example:  Your child could complete some of the learning from 6-8pm if they are still needing to complete 
specific learning tasks. There will be some assignments that are not due the same day of learning and the 

educator will let the learner know due dates. ***It will be important to have your child working during the set 
school hours if possible, as these are the times that will be set for live Zoom sessions and opportunities for 

them to touch base with the educator and other learners. 

10th Grade Example

A Day B Day

8:50 Login to Schoology

8:50

1st Period - Engineering Design
- ACCESS: Engineering Content Course
- LEARN: Engage in PearDeck Team 

Activity
- EXPLORE: Continue Learning to Code 

with Unplugged Activity
- REFLECT: Submit screenshot of 

completed work in digital portfolio 
(Bulb)

 5th Period - English II
- ACCESS: English II Content Course
- ENGAGE: Small group mini-lesson on Zoom
- PRACTICE: Independent Reading
- SHARE: Reflection in digital learning journal
- SUBMIT: Screenshot of completed work
- CONTINUE: iStation App/No Red Ink Platform

10:20

2nd Period - Chemistry
- ACCESS: Chemistry Content Course
- CONNECT: Respond to discussion 

board as pre-assessment
- ENGAGE: Peardeck Activity of new 

content
- DESIGN: Continue work in Keynote 

learning journal by recording 
experiment observations and submit 
screenshot of work

- REFLECT: Reflect on experiment in 
Bulb by adding images and 
connections

6th Period - Geometry
- ACCESS: Geometry Content Course
- CONNECT: Pre-Assessment Task
- LEARN: Small Group Lesson in Zoom
- PRACTICE: Content Activity
- REFLECT: Respond to prompt in Bulb 

template

Lunch

1:50

3rd Period - Digital Media
- ACCESS: Digital Media Content 

Course
- LEARN: View educator Explain 

Everything video
- PRACTICE: Use Swift App on iPad
- ASSESS: Complete Unit Assessment in 

Schoology 

7th Period - Art 2 Photography
- ACCESS:  Art Photography Content Course
- LEARN: Video pre-recorded content
- PRACTICE: Practice skill that is being taught
- SUBMIT: Submit completed work by adding  

image in Schoology Assignment

3:20

4th Period  - World History
- ACCESS:  World History Content 

Course
- LEARN: View video on World War II
- PRACTICE: Complete 2 tabs in 

Numbers workflow
- SUBMIT: Screenshot of completed 

tabs

8th Period - A Cappella Choir
- ACCESS: A Cappella Choir Course
- LEARN: Zoom Meeting with Small Group
- PRACTICE: Learn new music 
- CONNECT: Respond to discussion board prompt 
- SUBMIT: Submit a video of yourself singing music 

from this week for educator feedback

4:10 Exit Ticket



CISD Scope and Sequence High School 
Example:  Economics

In order to help support appropriate pacing and overall lesson design within the district, face to 
face and remote learning will follow the same scope and sequence.  However, lessons and 

assessments will vary based on educator design and learner needs. 



CISD Schoology High School
Example 



District Purchased Online Resources - High School
To ensure alignment and equity within instruction, all high school learners have access to specific 

district provided resources.  This helps to ensure fidelity with delivery of instruction and helps to 
support progress monitoring of learner growth in various ways.



District Purchased Library Resources - High School
To ensure alignment and equity within instruction, all high school learners have access to specific 

database resources.  This also helps to ensure fidelity with delivery of instruction and specific 
access to information for all learners. 


